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Upper Coastal Plain Council of Governments awarded $20,000 to plan for digital 
inclusion across five-county region.  

EDGECOMBE, HALIFAX, NASH, NORTHAMPTON, WILSON NC, 

The Upper Coastal Plain Council of Governments (UCPCOG) was recently awarded $20,000 from the 
Building A New Digital Economy in NC (BAND-NC) grant program, administered by the Institute for 
Emerging Issues (IEI) at NC State University.  The grant funds will be used to implement a regional 
digital inclusion planning process with the goal of developing unique digital inclusion plan elements for 
each county in the Upper Coastal Plain region: Edgecombe, Halifax, Nash, Northampton and Wilson.   

To guide the planning process, UCPCOG will work closely with an experienced broadband consultant 
(Digital Navigator) to work closely with groups of regional stakeholders identified and assembled at the 
county level.  These five county planning groups will be connected to the existing Upper Coastal Plain 
Broadband Task Force (BBTF), a regional task force administered by UCPCOG and open to all local 
governments in the region.  The full BBTF will approve the final digital inclusion plan, which will be 
completed in February.     

This is the second broadband-focused grant award received by UCPCOG this year.  A $72,000 
planning process funded by the US Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) is currently underway and enables the BBTF to focus on attracting or expanding affordable, 
reliable, and adequate internet service providers across the region.  This BAND-NC award will enable 
the BBTF to focus in on digital inclusion, which is defined by the National Digital Inclusion Alliance as 
“the activities necessary to ensure that all individuals and communities, including the most 
disadvantaged, have access to and use of Information and Communication Technologies.”  Elements 



 

 

of digital inclusion focus on, among other things, digital equity, digital literacy, and access to the devices 
necessary to participate in the constantly evolving digital world.  

According to BBTF member and Garysburg Mayor Roy Bell, “As a small town in rural, tier 1 
Northampton County, the expansion of affordable, adequate, and reliable broadband connectivity will 
go a long way towards our success.  With hard work and perseverance, our community will be better 
connected.  Identifying projects that address barriers to broadband adoption through this digital 
inclusion planning process will help us ensure that no one in this region is left out of the digital world.” 

The BAND-NC program was created by IEI in partnership with the NC Broadband Infrastructure Office 
(BIO), the John M. Belk Endowment, Duke Energy Foundation, the Atlantic Telephone Membership 
Corporation, Roanoke Electric Cooperative and the North Carolina Electric Cooperatives.  Roanoke 
Electric Cooperative is directly contributing to UCPCOG’s award to support efforts by Northampton and 
Halifax County stakeholders.  Portions of both counties are in Roanoke Electric Cooperative’s service 
area.    

Each county planning group will meet virtually at least two times during the planning process: once to 
brainstorm digital inclusion projects and again to prioritize those projects.  The Digital Navigator and 
UCPCOG will determine the feasibility and cost of each potential project while identifying project 
partnerships and potential impact.  Once complete, the final digital inclusion plan will be used as a tool 
to support funding proposals for digital inclusion project implementation.  This will enable UCPCOG to 
seek additional grant funds in the second round of BAND-NC grants, which are expected to become 
available in the spring.  

About the Upper Coastal Plain Council of Governments 
The UCPCOG, established in 1971 under NC General Statute 160A-47, is the regional council of 
governments for the local governments located within Edgecombe, Halifax, Nash, Northampton, and 
Wilson Counties.  UCPCOG is also the lead organization for the region’s Economic Development District, 
established through the United States Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration. 
For more information about UCPCOG, visit ucpcog.org.  For more information about the BBTF or BAND-
NC planning process, please contact Ron Townley, rtownley@ucpcog.org or (252)-234-5965. 
 
About Institute for Emerging Issues 
The Institute for Emerging Issues (IEI) at North Carolina State University is a nonpartisan public policy 
organization focused on the state’s vibrancy and economic competitiveness. Since 1986, the Emerging 
Issues Forum has attracted leaders in business, education and public policy to discuss issues with 
profound implications for North Carolina’s future prosperity. For more than three decades, the Forum 
has helped catalyze the policy reforms, public investments and other proactive responses required to 
build an enduring capacity for progress in North Carolina. 
 
About Roanoke Electric Cooperative 
Roanoke Electric Cooperative provides service to 14,500 members in Bertie, Hertford, Halifax, 
Northampton, Gates, Perquimans and Chowan counties. Chartered in 1938 to provide light and power 
to farms, the co-op today serves as an engine of economic development and provides educational, 
recreational and community assistance services to enhance the quality of life of its member-owners 
throughout the diverse communities it serves. Roanoke Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
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